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Upcoming Events

4th Of July Parade

4th Of July @ 6PM

Men's Prayer Breakfast @ 8:30AM

Red Cross Blood Drive 8AM-2PM

Angel Food Order Cut Off.

Angel Food Order Pick Up 10:00 AM -11:00 AM

Church Picnic, Veteran's Park
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Weekly Schedule

SUNDAY
SUNAAY SCHOOL ..ottt 9:30 AM
Worship ......ccoeeveene
Casa de Dios...........
Choir Rehearsal
Evening Service

Bible Time (Grades K4-6) .........cccoovvieiiniiiciiiecienccee 6:00PM
TUESDAY

Prayer Meeting (Casa de Di0S) .......cccocverieenienieiiieenee e 8:30 AM

Ladies Bible Study (Jodene Clark’s HOMe) .........cccccoeeviiinnnne. 6:30 PM

Prayer Meeting (Casa de Di0S) .......cccooverieriienieiiieeiee e 7:30 PM

WEDNESDAY

Youth Group (AUItOrIUM) .......coiuiriiiiiieiee e 7:30PM

Bible Class & Prayer (Fellowship Hall)...........ccoceviiiiiininninnne. 7:30PM

Kid'S TIME...eiiciiiiiiticieie e 7:30PM
THURSDAY

Men'’s Bible Study & Fellowship (Auditorium) ...........cccocevuenne. 7:30 PM

Casa de Dios Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)...........cccoceniieiens 7:30 PM

FRIDAY
Youth Group (Casa de Dios Fellowship Hall)) ..........c.ccccveeeene 5:00 PM
LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
Ladies Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) ..........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiinens 10:00AM
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Free to Serve

“What makes a Free Will Baptist pastor (or the Free Will
Baptist Church) different from any other in town?” When
| was first confronted with this question it took me back

a bit. I must admit, | had never considered the question.

| have never been a “rubber stamp” type of Free Will
Baptist. Blind loyalty to any human organization, no
matter how dear, is certainly unscriptural. So my first
reaction was negative. “I am a pastor of a Bible-
believing, local assembly,” | said, “so why should being
a Free Will Baptist be so much different? Why should |
think that | am so ‘special’?” The question seemed to
smack of denominational arrogance.

| decided to throw out the idea to some of my brethren.
To my surprise, each seemed to come up with some
concept that | had not considered. Realizing my
obvious confusion, | began to examine the question
more deeply.

Here are some points to consider concerning the
unigueness of being a Free Will Baptist pastor (or
member of a local Free Will Baptist Church) in this
twenty-first century. | am sure others can be added to
the list.

Heritage

The first thing that makes being a Free Will Baptist
pastor different is the heritage that we possess. Many
great men have gone before us to blaze the trail for
Jesus Christ under the Free Will Baptist banner.

As | sit at my desk, | look across the room at a set of
photographs framed on the wall. Each picture in the
frame, except one, is a Free Will Baptist preacher of
past generations. These are from both sides of my
family.

These are men who, with few resources, limited
opportunities for formal education, and a heart that beat
for the souls of men, built churches and preached the
Word faithfully. | know, other denominations have their
heroes, too. Great men who have graced the ranks of
other Bible-believing groups. | do not question that fact,
and | praise God for them.

However, these are our heroes. Men like Paul Palmer,

the Benjamin Randall, the E. E. Morris, the L. R. Ennis,
the J. R. Davidson, the Walter Nobles, and thousands

of others (many of them known today only to the Lord)

are the soldiers of the cross that have gone before us.

No other group can claim them.

These men made it possible not only for me to have a
place to preach and work, but also made it possible for
me to have a place to hear the gospel, to be saved, to
be taught the Blessed Book, and answer the call to
preach His glorious gospel. These are the men who
built our schools,

and had a vision for my generation. Praise God for the
heritage we possess! It truly is in itself a unique
treasure.

Doctrine

Second, we have a unigue doctrine. | do not mean by
this that we are different with regard to the
fundamentals of the faith. Any group faithfully preaching
the Bible will preach the truth.

We are unique, however, in several ways. First, we
believe the plenary, verbal inspiration of the Bible (in
contrast to those who preach some other form of
inspiration or reject inspiration altogether). We believe
and teach the Bible to be the sovereign answer to all of
life’s questions. Not only can man learn about God in
the Bible, but it is the only place to find God.

Second, we preach a whosever will gospel (in contrast
to the Calvinist doctrine of foreordination). When |
preach or witness, | can tell anyone anywhere that he
can be saved by repentance of sin and faith in Jesus
Christ. Free Will Baptists are strong concerning the
sovereignty of God, but also hold firmly to the “free will”
of man. The name “Free Will” came from this
uniqueness. As “Free Willers” we preach that believers
go to heaven, and only believers. Salvation does not
come by works, being a member of a Free Will Baptist
Church (or a member of any other group), being
baptized, confirmed, going to mass, or following some
set of rules. Mankind is saved by faith, kept by faith,
given full assurance of salvation by faith, and lives the
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Christian life by faith in the risen Christ of Calvary.
Salvation is conditioned upon a continuing faith—plus
nothing.

Conservative

Third, the conservative nature of the doctrine of Free Will
Baptist makes us conservative in every other way (in
contrast to those who would embrace a “liberal”
philosophy). This makes us primarily conservative in
social issues, and standards of living.

Now, | understand that the words “conservative”
and“liberal” are used in many ways. | hope you
understand the spirit of my statement. We simply go by
the Bible in command and principle. Do we all agree on
every issue?

Of course not! No group will ever be able to claim that.
The very fact that we as Free Will Baptists build our
philosophy upon the Word of God is quite comforting tome
as a pastor. | do not have to be sure that | am following
the right trend or have heard the latest expert. My role
involves faithfully following the immutable God of the
universe who has revealed Himself in His Book, the Bible.

This very point puts us in contrast to those who propagate
that Christians are to be like the world to win the
world.Some will laugh and call us “out of step with the
times.” As a Free Will Baptist pastor, however, | must
stand for the holiness of God. This will always make me
unique, as it does any child of God. This does not mean
that we are not progressive. We look for and adapt to new
things. Whatever will help reach people with the truth of
God’'s Word can be used. As a Free Will Baptist pastor |
must realize that change is not only imminent, but
necessary. Change is good so long as the Bible does not
loose its sovereign place in the process.

We Care About People

That is what it is all about! People! People today are
looking for answers to the problems of their life. People
are facing the cares, struggles, and heartache of life, and
are in need of someone who cares. WE CARE! We want
to show them to the One who can meet All their needs—
Jesus Christ. This is our task—introduce people to the
Savior of men. Everything we do revolves around this
concept.

Making a Real Difference

Can | as a Free Will Baptist pastor really make a
difference in this day of technology and the internet? The
answer is, YES! The heritage, doctrine, and philosophy
which identify us comprise the tool the Holy Spirit can use
toreach a world for Jesus Christ. My task is to carry the
gospel to every creature, to help men and women
followthe precious Word of God through the power of the
Holy Spirit. | am glad to be a Free Will Baptist, aren’t you?
But my greatest joy is to be known as a FOLLOWER OF
JESUS CHRIST. GREAT, ISN'T IT!

by Pastor Dave Nobles

Birthdays
July 2 Dwight Hylton
July 3 Bob Lawhorne
July 4 Mary Harris
July 5 Parker Clarke
July 7 Cierah Garcia
July 12 Osmin Garcia
July 14 Caleb Lasrado
July 22 Maria Cueva
July 23 Charles Jackson
July 23 James Lewis
July 23 Karen Byrne
July 25 Mary Ellen Settle
July 26 Betty Baker
July 28 Patricia Miller
July 29 Steven Hylton
July 31 Peggy Clarke
July 31 Bobby Richardson

Anniversaries
July 3  Osmin & Vanessa Garcia
July 14 Diego & Maria Cueva

If we have missed your special day, please let us know!
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In a vineyard, the vine gives life to the branches, which, in turn, produce
the grapes. Follow the puzzle directions below to learn about our special
relationship with Jesus, our true vine.

Directions: Circle every other letter and then write them in order on the lines below.
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apart from me you can do nothing.”

John 15:5, NIV
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July Scripture
Proverbs 11:2
"When pride comes, then comes
shame; But with the humble is
wisdom."

Smiles As You Serve

On the way home from church, the young son of a pastohi®ld
dad about his plans to be a minister when he grew up. His dad
beamed with pride and asked what had led his son to this
decision. The little boy responded, “Well, | have to goftarch
on Sunday anyway, so | figure it will be more fun to stapcnd
yell than to sit down and listen!”

Tim Wesemann|

FROSTY FRESH

GRAPE POPS

Jesus is our vine, and we are to be his
fruitful branches. Have “bunches” of fun
making this refreshing grape snack.

What you need:

* An adult to help

*» 4 cups seedless grapes 7{
(red, green or black)

Food processor

Plastic spatula

Strainer

Mixing bowl

Whisk ?

2 teaspoons sugar < .

Food coloring (red, A

green or blue; optional) @@‘

5 0z. paper cups @t “

Aluminum foil d \

Popsicle or craft sticks

Another 2 cups grapes,

halved (optional)

What you do:

1. Blend grapes in a food
processor until smooth.

2. With a plastic spatula, press
mixture through a strainer into
a mixing bowl. Discard skins
and skim foam off the top.

3. Whisk sugar into juice until
dissolved. Add a few drops of
food coloring, if desired.

4. Fill cups with juice, spooning
most of the foam off the top.
(If using additional grapes, put
Y--cup halved grapes into each
cup.)

5. Cover each cup with foil and
insert a wooden stick into the
center of the foil.

6.Place cups in freezer.

7. To remove pops, take off foil
and tear away cup. Enjoy!

Variation: To make layered juice pops,
make two batches of mix from different-
colored grapes. Fill cups half full with
one color, cover and then insert the stick
and freeze. Then fill with the remaining
color and freeze again.

Together, we con sove o lfe

Blood Drive: Saturday, July 17th

8AM-2PM




