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Upcoming Events

NORVAFWB Meeting

Spaghetti Dinner 4PM in Fellowship Hall

Angel Food Order Cut Off.

Angel Food Order Pick Up 10:00 am -11:00 am
Red Cross Blood Drive 8AM-2PM in Fellowship Hall
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Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY
SUNAAY SCHOOL ..ottt 9:30 AM
WOISHID ..o 10:30 AM
Casade DiOS.......cccceeiiiiiiiie i 1:45 PM
Choir Rehearsal ............cocueeiiiiiiiiiince e 4:30 PM
EVENING SEIVICE ...ouiiiiiiiii ittt e 6:00PM
Bible Time (Grades K4-6) ........cccoouiiiieiiriieiiee et 6:00PM
TUESDAY
Prayer Meeting (Casa de Di0S) ........ccceeveviiinieiiiesieie e 8:30 AM
Ladies Bible Study (Jodene Clark’s HOMe) .........cccccoeeviiinnnne. 6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting (Casa de Di0S) .......cccooverieriienieiiieeiee e 7:30 PM
WEDNESDAY
Youth Group (AUItOrIUM) .......coiuiriiiiiieiee e 7:30PM
Bible Class & Prayer (Fellowship Hall)...........ccoceviiiiiininninnne. 7:30PM
Kid'S TIME...eiiciiiiiiticieie e 7:30PM
THURSDAY
Men'’s Bible Study & Fellowship (Auditorium) ...........cccocevuenne. 7:30 PM
Casa de Dios Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)...........cccoceniieiens 7:30 PM
FRIDAY
Youth Group (Casa de Dios Fellowship Hall)) ..........c.ccccveeeene 5:00 PM
LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
Ladies Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)............ccoceiiniiiciiniine 10:00AM
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Why Be Afraid Of Church Membership?

Why are people so afraid of commitment? We
live where folks don’t wish to be committed to a
marriage, a job (unless, of course, they're
getting paid), a club, a church, or anything.

Yet, being a part of something, belonging, is one
of our basic human needs. “No man is an island
unto himself.” That's why we have such a rise in
gangs today. Teens who don’t feel accepted at
home want to belong to a peer group and be
accepted.

The problem is that in order to belong to many
things, (no, most things) one must give up
something to gain acceptance, or belonging. In
marriage, one gives up independence. So,
some “live together” thinking they have the best
of both worlds. In reality, they give up the joy of
commitment and intimate mutual trust for a
relationship of insecurity and distrust. (That is
beside the immorality involved.)

In a gang, teens give up their identity to be
“different.” (Amazing - they are claiming to be
different while they all dress, act, talk, and think
alike.)

Now, what does all this have to do with
church membership? Simple!  What better
place to “belong.” Church is the “family of God.”
The bond is love, not a secret code.

Oh, we give up something to belong. We give
up loneliness. We give up having no place for
ministry. We give up not having the joy of
mutual responsibility for each other's welfare.
We gain roots that build relationships greater
than family.

Oh, | can hear someone say: “But I've been in
churches where the only thing gained was a
place to fight or be hurt.” Maybe so, but do we
judge all by one or two bad ones?

“All they wanted was something from me.”
Possibly, but a good Bible-believing church will
give far more than it receives.

“If 'm not a member | can come, listen, enjoy,
and leave without being hurt.” True, but you can
do that as a member. No one locks the doors.
No one forces people to come. Membership is a
voluntary decision to be committed to a mutual
belief, covenant, and people in the service of our
Savior.

Benefits of church membership:

1. Ican be more involved in the ministry.

2. | can be more involved in decisions that
affect me & my family.

3. | will feel a greater responsibility for the
people and their needs.

4. | have identified a belonging to this part of
the Body of Christ.

What's to be afraid of? Actually, I'd be more
afraid of not being a member of a Bible-believing
church where my family & | can be led and fed in
the Word.

It's scary to see how many today ignore God
and His church.

Don't be a “Scardy Cat”!

—Pastor Dave Nobles



CHILI / SOUP COOK OFF

A great time was had by all on Saturday,
January 23rd. We had our first Chili / soup
Cook-off. There were eight entered in the soup
category and 10 entered in the Chili category

Soup Chili.
Peggy Ingle Gracye Davis
Tommy Sawyer Leon Hall
Catherine Dennis Mary Ellen Settle
John West Michelle Richardson
Merry Farmer Mike Yates
Cheryl Woodward Rick Woodward
Teresa Snipes Mike Weeks
Joyce McFarlane Dwight Hylton
Nate Brown

James Meredith

All of the different types of soup and chili were
great, but of course it wouldn't be a cook-off
without winners.

The soup category was won by Mrs. Teresa
Snipes.

The chili category was won by Mr. Mike Weeks.

Please join us for our next fellowship, a
Spaghetti Dinner Saturday, February 13th at
4:00PM.

+ Red Cross Blood Drive

Saturday, February 27th
8AM - 2PM

For more info contact Andy Farmer at 703-590-5199
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Jessica Lewis
Christopher Saari
Elijah Saari

Leon Hall

Brandi Buchanan
Linda Morgan
Max Nobles

April Click
Rebecca Farmer
Sammy Porter
Jodene Clarke
Cricket Vanover
Wayne Byrne
Nate Brown

Anniversaries
Feb. 12 David & Jodene Clarke
Feb. 13 Roy & Rose Ramey

If we have missed your special day, please let us know!

February Scripture

Sam Porter Goe s To Haiti

Our dear brother in Christ Sam Porter deployed to Haiti with The Fairfax County International Urban
Search & Rescue team in response to the disastrous earthquake of January 12, 2010. As of January
24th the team had rescued 17 people from the rubble. We wish to thank Sam and all the men and
women of the Fairfax County International Urban Search & Rescue team for their selfless and
tireless dedication to their fellow man. Please pray for the people of Haiti as the recover from this

devastating disaster.

You can help by donating to:

Gateway FWB Church - Haiti Fund
5473 Virginia Beach Blvd.,Virginia Beach, VA 23462.

Or you can donate online at:

http://gatewayfwbchurch.com/Haiti_Mission_Team.html

In Deuteronomy 10012 (NIV), Isracl is asked a question that’s also
for us to answer: “Whate does the LORD your God ask of you?”

To find the answer, write the words from the puzzie pleces
on the matching shapeas in the completed heart.
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... Your beart and with all your soul .7

Seventy years

By the time you're 70 years old, you
will have spent nearly a quarter of a
century sleeping. The average
person spends about 23 years of his
or her life in bed. Here are estimates
of how most Americans spend their
waking hours during those 70 years:

11 years working

8 years in leisure pursuits
6 years eating

5 years grooming

4 years being educated

3 years talking

2 years reading

6 months worshiping God

Perhaps Sunday morning worship
isn’'t as long as it seems.
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